
Changes to the Maths Curriculum: Year 4 

At a glance 

How does the new curriculum compare to the primary framework for Mathematics (2006)? 

What’s gone? What’s been added? 

 Specific detail on lines of enquiry, representing problems 
and find strategies to solve problems and explaining 
methods (i.e. largely from old Ma1) 

 Using mixed numbers (moved to Y5) 

 Most ratio work moved to Y6 

 Written division methods (moved to Y5) 

 All calculator skills removed from KS2 PoS 

 Measuring angles in degrees (moved to Y5) 

 Solving problems with fractions and decimals to two 
decimal places 

 Rounding decimals to whole numbers 

 Roman numerals to 100 

 Recognising equivalent fractions 

 Knowing equivalent decimals to common fractions 

 Dividing by 10 and 100 (incl. with decimal answers) 

 Using factor pairs 

 Translation of shapes 

 Finding perimeter/area of compound shapes 

 Solve time conversion problems 

 

In detail 

A direct reference to the former objectives of the primary framework. Where an objective was covered in more than one block, 

it is only recorded once.  

Red indicates no longer required in Y4; purple content has moved to Y3; green content is new to Year 4 

Use and apply mathematics 

Solve one- and two-step problems involving numbers, money 
or measures, including time; choose and carry out appropriate 
calculations, using calculator methods where appropriate 

“solve addition and subtraction two-step problems in contexts” 
and “solve problems involving multiplying and adding” 
“solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions 
and decimals to two decimal places.” 

Represent a problem using number sentences and diagrams, 
use these to find a strategy to solve the problem and present 
the solution in the context of the problem 

No longer explicitly in Programme of Study 

Suggest a line of enquiry and the strategy needed to pursue it; 
collect, organise and interpret selected information to find 
answers 

No longer explicitly in Programme of Study 

Use knowledge of numbers and shapes to identify patterns, 
properties and relationships, and apply them to unfamiliar 
situations; investigate a statement involving numbers and test 
it with examples 

No longer explicitly in Programme of Study 

Report solutions to problems, explanations and reasoning 
orally and in writing 

No longer explicitly in Programme of Study 

 

Number Facts 

Use knowledge of addition and subtraction facts and place 
value to derive sums and differences of pairs of multiples of 
10, 100 or 1000 

Largely moved to Y2 

Identify the doubles of two-digit numbers; use to calculate 
doubles of multiples of 10 and 100 and derive the 
corresponding halves 

Doubling is only mentioned in Y1; not otherwise recorded 
explicitly in Programme of Study 

Derive and recall multiplication facts up to 10 × 10, the 
corresponding division facts and multiples of numbers to 10 up 
to the tenth multiple 

recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables 
up to 12 × 12 

Use knowledge of rounding, number operations and inverses 
to check calculations 

“round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000”  and “use 
inverse operations to check answers to a calculation” 

Identify pairs of fractions that total 1 Adds “Recognise and show families of common equivalent 
fractions”; and 
“Recognise/write decimal equivalent to ¼, ½, & ¾. “ 

 

 



Counting & Number Relationships 

Use positive and negative numbers in context; position them 
on a number line and state inequalities using the symbols < 
and >, e.g. –3 > –5, –1 > +1 

“count backwards through zero to include negative numbers” 
(< > Symbols are used from Y2) 

Use decimal notation for tenths and hundredths, relating the 
notation to money and measurement; position one- and two-
place decimals on a number line 

“compare numbers with the same number of decimal places up 
to two decimal places” 

Recognise the equivalence between decimal and fraction 
forms of tenths and hundredths 

“ recognise and write decimal equivalents of any 
number of tenths or hundredths” 

Use fractions to identify subsets of a set of objects use 
diagrams to identify equivalent fractions, e.g. 6/8 and 3/4, or 
70/100 and 7/10;  
 
interpret mixed numbers and position them on a number line, 
e.g. 31/2 

Becomes more challenging “solve problems involving 
increasingly harder fractions to calculate quantities, and 
fractions to divide quantities, including non-unit fractions 
where the answer is a whole number” 
Moves to Year 5 

Use the vocabulary of ratio and proportion to describe the 
relationship between two quantities, e.g. 2 to every 3, and 
between part and whole, e.g. 2 in every 5; estimate 
proportion, e.g. 'for every 1 red car there are about 4 silver 
cars', or 'I'm asleep for about 1/3 of the day' 

Solve problems relating to “harder correspondence problems 
such as n objects are connected to m objects” 
Most ratio work moves to Year 6 

 Adds “round decimals with one decimal place to the nearest 
whole number”; and 
“read Roman numerals to 100”; “understand the introduction 
of zero” 

 

Calculations 

Add or subtract mentally pairs of two-digit whole numbers, 
e.g. 47 + 58, 91 – 35 

Moves to Year 2+ 

Use the standard written methods for addition and subtraction 
of two-digit and three-digit whole numbers and calculations 
with £.p 

Becomes “add and subtract numbers with up to 4 digits using 
the formal written methods of columnar addition and 
subtraction where appropriate" and “use the distributive law 
to multiply two digit numbers by one digit” 

Multiply or divide numbers to 1000 by 10 and then 100 (whole 
number answers), understanding the effect; relate to scaling 
up or down 

“find the effect of dividing a one- or two-digit number by 10 
and 100, identifying the value of the digits in the answer as 
units, tenths and hundredths” 

Develop and refine written methods for multiplying and 
dividing a two-digit number by a one-digit number, to include 
division with remainders, e.g. 15 × 9, 98 ÷ 6 

“multiply two-digit and three-digit numbers by a one-digit 
number using formal written layout” 
Written methods for division move to Y5 

Find fractions of numbers, quantities or shapes, e.g. 1/5 of 30 
plums, 3/8 of a 6 by 4 rectangle 

Moves to Year 3 

Use a calculator to carry out one- and two-step calculations 
involving all four operations; recognise negative numbers in 
the display, correct mistaken entries and interpret the display 
correctly in the context of money 

All calculator skills move to KS3 Programme of Study (guidance 

says some potential calculator use in upper KS2) 

 Adds “multiply & divide mentally, including multiplying by 0 
and 1; dividing by 1; multiplying together three numbers”; and 

“ recognise and use factor pairs and commutativity in mental 
calculations” 

 



Position & Transformation 

Draw polygons and classify them by identifying their 
properties 

“compare and classify geometric shapes, including 
quadrilaterals and triangles, based on their properties and 

sizes” 

Visualise 3-D objects from 2-D drawings and make nets of 
common solids 

Not explicitly required in Programme of Study 

Recognise horizontal and vertical lines;  
use the eight compass points to describe direction;  
describe and identify the position of a square on a grid of 
squares 

Moves to Year 3 
Required in KS2 Geography 
“describe positions on a 2-D grid as coordinates in the first 

quadrant” 

Know that angles are measured in degrees and that one whole 
turn is 360º compare and  
order angles less than 180º 

Moves to Year 5 
 
“identify acute and obtuse angles and compare and order 

angles up to two right angles by size” 

 Adds “describe movements as translations”; and 
“plot points and draw sides to complete a given polygon” 

 

Measure 

Use standard metric units and their abbreviations when 
estimating, measuring and recording length, mass and 
capacity; know the meaning of kilo, centi and milli and, where 
appropriate, use decimal notation to record measurements, 
e.g. 1.3 m or 0.6 kg 

Moves to Year 3 

“estimate, compare and calculate different measures, 

including money in pounds and pence” 
“convert between different units of measure (e.g. kilometre to 
metre; hour to minute)” 

Interpret intervals and divisions on partially numbered scales 
and record readings accurately, where appropriate to the 
nearest tenth of a unit 

Scale-reading begins in Y2; there are no further specific 
mentions 

Draw rectangles and measure and calculate their perimeters, 
find the area of rectilinear shapes drawn on a square grid by 
counting squares 

“measure and calculate the perimeter of a rectilinear figure 
(including squares) in centimetres and metres” and “find the 
area of rectilinear shapes by counting squares” 

Read time to the nearest minute; use am, pm and 12-hour 
clock notation; calculate time intervals from clocks and 
timetables 

Moves to Year 3 
Adds “read, write and convert time between analogue and 
digital 12 and 24-hour clocks”; and 
“solve problems involving converting from hours to minutes; 
minutes to seconds; years to months; weeks to days” 

 

Data handling 

Determine the data needed to answer a specific question; 
organise, present, analyse and interpret the data in tables, 
diagrams, tally charts, pictograms and bar charts, using ICT 
where appropriate 

“interpret and present discrete and continuous data using 
appropriate graphical methods, including bar charts and time 
graphs” 
No need for specific questions, presentation, etc. 

Compare the impact of representations where scales have 
intervals of differing step size 

No longer mentioned in Programme of Study 

 

 

 

 


